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1 . Hiis international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this Intemational Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



Hiis REPORT consists of a total of 4_ 

rn This report is also acconipanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
' — • amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Aufliority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in die international application 

Certain observations on the int^ational application 
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al application No. 

PCT/EP2003/007167 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the tntemationai application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 1-28 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



1-25 



, as originally filed 

^ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
, filed with the demand 



^, filed with the letter of 



I I the drawings: 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

» filed with the demand 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 



. , filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



filed with fhe letter of 



2. With regarci to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in tfie following language which is- 

□ the language of a translation furnished for tfie purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I tiie language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3 (b)). 

□ the language of the translation fiimished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide uid/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international mplication, the international 
prelmunary exammation was earned out on the basis of tiie sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ 

filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

d] The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

n The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

Ihe amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

tfie description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. n ™® established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

♦ R^lacement sheets whidt Imve been jurnislted to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
andWnT"^ ^ ©"gwM/O'/i/a/" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70J6 

**Any replacement sheet containing sudi amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novell (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-25 



1-25 



1-25 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 
1. 



None of the docinnents cited in the search report and 
duly classified as ^A' documents describes a 
separator displaying the features of claim 1. For 
example, US-A-5 558 682 discloses neither a 
separator with a nonwoven of corresponding 
thickness, the porous inorganic coating, nor the 
distribution of the pore radii. The same applies to 
WO-A-9915262, which admittedly discloses a composite 
with a coating containing inorganic particles, but 
otherwise does not disclose the subject matter of 
the application (i.e. the values specifically 
claimed) . 



2. Consequently, claim 1, method claim 13, which refers 
thereto, the use as per claim 24, the battery 
containing the separator according to claim 25, and 
dependent claims 2 to 12 and 14 to 23 are novel 
within the meaning of PCT Article 33(2). 



3. The thin, highly porous separator proposed clearly 
solves the problem set out on page 3, lines 25 to 
31. Moreover, the inorganic particles prevent the 
occurrence of short circuits over a large area (see 
page 6, lines 4 to 13) . 
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4, Therefore the claims as listed in point 2 above are 
also inventive and meet the requirements of PCT 
Article 33 (3) . 

5. Reference is made to WO-A-2004/021477 which^ 
although not prior art in the context of the PCT^ 
could be significant in the regional procedure. 



ForniPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



